Bunny Care Packet
Congratulations on your new baby rabbit! This packet is intended to help guide you in raising your
rabbit. Please read this thoroughly, there may be something in here you don’t know.
Please always keep in mind that when taking on the ownership of a rabbit or any animal there are a lot
of responsibilities. You will need to provide a lot of care for your new bun. Rabbits are very social
animals and love to get attention, spend quality time with you. They need their housing area’s cleaning
and fresh water & food daily.
Rabbits make great families member (aka pets) for people of all ages. However if you are looking to add
a rabbit to your family for your child please make before buying that you are ready to take over
responsibility if your child is to lose interest. A rabbit is a life time commitment. I believe when buying a
bun you shouldn’t only buy it for your children, but make it a family decision and make it everyone
responsibility to help out with the care of the bun, share the love!
After all you want to enjoy your new family member and give him/her a great loving home. You will
defiantly get the love back in full from your rabbit also.
About Mini Lops:
Mini Lops are a very popular breed. Like any animal, Mini Lops comes in a variety of colors. They have
great personalities, very friendly and extremely playful. They are also very intelligent in that they can be
trained a variety of tricks, commands and can be litter boxed trained. They love to be with their family
and will show their disapproval if neglected.
Mini Lops can weigh 6-7lbs have do have a few that weigh in at 7.6 pounds. The Mini Lop looks like a big
plush toy: pudgy face, floppy ears, solid body, long soft coat, and a little extra skin here and there.

SHOPPING LIST FOR YOUR NEW BUNNY:
HOUSE SUPPLIES:
 Rabbit Cage: Wire Bottom/Plastic Bottom
 Resting Pad - (for wire bottom cages only) – Found at Tractor Supply
 Water Bottle
 Food Bowl - (Heavy Crock or one that attaches to cage)
 Hay Rack
 Litter Box
 Bunny safe Litter: Carefresh, Unscented Yesterdays News, Wood Pellets or Shavings-(NO CEDAR
OR CLUMPING LITTER)
 Toys
 Pet Carrier
 Baby Gate - (Only if you want to keep your rabbit to a certain room)
CLEANING SUPPLIES:
 White Vinegar (diluted with waiter 4:1)
GROOMING SUPPLIES:
 Comb or Brush
 Nail Clippers
 Styptic Powder
 Baby Wipes

FOOD:
Water:
Water plays an extremely important role in your rabbit’s health. Water helps your rabbit absorb the
nutrients in their food. If your rabbit is not given a sufficient amount of water they will begin to suffer
desiccation of the intestinal contents. Lack of water also causes the food in the rabbit’s body to become
dry making it difficult for the muscular motion to push the food through the intestines. You should
provide your rabbit with fresh, clean, cold water every day, if the water is hot or warm your rabbit may
not drink it.
Also it is very important to keep an eye on the amount of water your rabbit is drinking and also make
sure that the water bottle isn’t leaking.

Hay:
You should also be feeding your rabbit timothy hay or orchard grass, timothy hay is best, this will help
with your rabbit’s digestion and prevent diarrhea.
We use Timothy Hay – 50lb Compressed Bale of Timothy Hay
(I Purchase it at: Tractor Supply $19.99 – It is wrapped in Clear Plastic and has 2 Purple Bands around
the Hay. On the bands it will say Timothy Grass: that is the stuff you want)
*I buy the bales because Rabbits have to have hay daily (serving size: same size as your rabbit), when
you start buying the smaller bags at stores it starts to add up fast so money wise it is cheaper to get
the bale. I store my hay in a plastic bin so it stays dry, if you have a garage, basement (that is dry) you
can put it in there. Never feed wet, moldy hay to a rabbit.*

Pellets:
Rabbits have extremely sensitive stomachs, more sensitive than humans. When you bring your bunny
home, slowly mix the food I have provided you with the new food you wish to feed your bunny. If you
want to use the same food I use, it is called:
Manna Pro: Select Series Formula Premium Feed
(I purchase this feed at Tractor Supply, it comes in a 50lb bag: $16.99)

Don’t feed your rabbit the more visually appealing foods that contain dried fruits and nuts.
Although it looks and sounds good for them, plain pellets are much more nutritious. At this age your
rabbit should be provided with an unlimited amount of pellet

8 Weeks – 5 Months Old:
8 weeks – 5 month old, your rabbit should be eating mainly pellets. Another thing to feed your rabbit to
prevent diarrhea is plain dried oatmeal. You can sprinkle a little oatmeal on your rabbit’s food, it’s really
good for their skin, coat, and digestion, but can cause them to gain weight so don’t feed them an excess
amount. Your rabbit isn’t old enough to eat grass yet so avoid putting it on the lawn.
6 Months – 1 Year:
At 6 months to 1 year old, you can gradually transition your rabbit to an adult diet by limiting the
amount of pellets you give them and feeding them an unlimited amount of hay. An adult Mini Lop
should be fed ½ cup of pellets a day. Use your judgment, if your bun is looking a little thin, than you can
give them a little more than ½ cup but only until they reach their ideal weight. You don’t want to over
feed and have an overweight bunny.
When your bunny turns 6 months old, you can start feeding them certain, dark-colored, leafy
greens like Greed Leaf lettuce or carrots this shouldn’t be a large portion of your rabbit’s diet yet. You
can add other vegetables and fruit, be sure to start out slowly. I recommend starting with one at a time
that way if you rabbit gets ill you know which veggie or fruit that caused it. You may notice when you
first introduce vegetables or fruits that you rabbit many have a little soft stool. If it does happen stop
giving them the veggie or fruit for a bit and give them some dried oats to firm up your rabbits stool.

I ALSO LIKE TO HAVE ON HAND:
 Oats (Dried Quaker Oats): Used for is your buns has loose stool from eating too many
fruits/carrots and also great for a treat!
 Papaya Enzyme Tablets: Helps with hair in stool and a digestive aid! (can be purchased at GNC)

Introduce new vegetables one at a time so if your rabbit becomes ill you’ll know which vegetable
caused it.
Please remember, even with "safe" foods, too much can be a bad thing. Introduce all new food slowly with small
amounts. If you see something that is not on this list try Google. If you can’t find it is it good for a rabbit than I
wouldn’t give it to them. Better safe than sorry.

*See Safe and Non-Safe List on next page*

Safe Foods: (All Fruit & Carrots should be fed as a treat only)

A
Agrimony • Apple (Not the seeds) • Artichoke leaves • Asparagus • Avens

B
Balm • Banana • Barley • Basil • Beetroot • Blackberries and leaves • Blueberries • Borage • Broccoli
(flower, stem & leaves purple sprouting type too) • Buckwheat • Burne

C
Calendula • Chamomile • Caraway • Carrot • Celery • Celeriac • Chervil • Chicory • Chickweed • Chinese
Leaf • Cleavers • Clover (white) • Coltsfoot • Coriander • Cow Parsnip • Courgette • Crosswort •
Cucumber

D
Dandelion • Dill • Dock (Before Flowering)

E
Endive

F
Fat Hen • Fennel

G
Goosefoot • Goosegrass • Goutweed (Before Flowering) • Grapes • Ground Elder (Before Flowering)

H
Hawkbit • Hawkweed • Heather • Hedge Parsley • Horseradish

K
Kiwi Fruit • Knapweed • Knotgrass • Kohlrabi

L
Lavender • Lovage

M
Mallow • Mango • Marjoram • Mayweed • Maywort • Meadowsweet • Melon • Milk Thistle • Mint (not
the candy) • Mugwort

N
Nectarines • Nettles (Dead ones only) • Nipplewort

O
Oats • Orache • Oranges (Not the Peel) • Oregano • Oxeye Daisy
P
Papaya • Parsley • Parsnip • Peas (Including leaves and pods) • Pear (Not seeds) • Peppermint • Peppers
(Green, Yellow and Red) • Pigweed • Pineapple • Plantain • Pumpkin

R
Radish (Tops Only) • Raspberries and leaves • Rosemary • Rocket

S
Sage • Savory • Sanfoin • Shepherd’s Purse • Silverweed • Sow Thistle • Soya • Spring Greens •
Strawberries and leaves • Swiss chard

T
Tara • Thyme • Tomatoes (Not the leaves) • Trefoil

V
Vetch • Vine leaves

W
Watercress • Watermelon • Wheat

Y
Yarrow
SAFE IN MODERATION:
ALL Fruits • Brussels sprouts • Cauliflower • Groundsel • Kale • Romaine Lettuce • Molasses •
Mustard greens • Spinach • Tallow • Turnip

BEWARE OF FRUIT WITH STONES IN:
Peaches • Cherries • Plums • Apricot

SAFE FLOWERS:
Aster • Carnation • Daisy • Geranium • Geum • Helenium • Hollyhock • Honesty • Marguerite •
Marigold • Michaelmas Daisy • Nasturtium • Rose • Stock • Sunflower • Wall Flower

UNSAFE FLOWERS:
(Mainly Anything That Grows From a Bulb Is Unsafe)
Acacia • Aconite • Antirrhinum • Anemone • Brugmansia • Columbine • Crocus • Daffodil • Dahlia •
• Love-in-a-mist • Lupin • Narcissus • Poppy • Primrose • Snowdrop • Tulip

UNSAFE FOODS:
Arum • Bigwort • Bindweed • Bluebell • Bryony • Buttercup • Celandine • Clover RED • Cabbage •
Colchicum • Cowslip • Cuckoo Pint • Dog’s Mercury • Elder • Euphorbia • Evergreens • Fool’s Parsley •
Foxglove • Ground Ivy • Hemlock • Henbane • Iceberg Lettuce • Kingcup • Meadow Saffron •
Milkweed (Very Deadly) • Nightshade • Ragwort • Scarlet Pimpernel • Spurge • Toadflax • Tomato
Leaves • Traveller’s Joy • Green Beans • Peach Leaves • Plum Leaves • Potato (All kinds) • Rhubarb •
Wood Sorrel
*Never Feed Rabbits Grass/Lawn Cuttings – The grass ferments quickly and can be extremely harmful*
If you wish for your bun to eat some grass take them outside on a harness and let them enjoy it for a bit

SAFE TREE & SHRUB LEAVES:
(Should always be fresh young leaves)
Apple • Birch • Blackberry • Hazel • Horse Chestnut • Lime • Mountain Ash • Mulberry • Pear •
Poplar (Not Black) • Raspberry • Strawberry

SAFE TWIGS:
Apple • Birch • Blackberry • Fir • Hazel • Hawthorn • Maple • Pear • Raspberry • Spruce • Willow

UNSAFE TWIGS:
(Anything that Produces Fruit with a Stone)
Apricot • Cherry • Peach • Plum • Cedar
As Well As…
Acacia • Azalea • Beech • Box • Clematis • Elder • Holly • Ivy • Laburnum • Mistletoe • Nux Vomica •
Oak • Oleander • Periwinkle • Privet • Rhododendron • Rosewood • Snowberry • Spindleberry •
Thorn Apple • Waxplant • Wisteria • Yew
All Evergreens not mentioned in safe twig list.

EXERCISE:
Exercising your rabbit is an important part of caring for your rabbit. Exercise can prevent: obesity, sore
hocks, poor muscle tone, gastrointestinal and urinary malfunction, and behavioral problems. I would
suggest allowing your rabbit to roam in a pen at least 4ft x 4ft for a minimum of 30 minutes each day or
around the house/room (make sure any area of the house/room is rabbit proof).
If your rabbit likes to lie around in its pen, you can encourage them to move around by providing them
with toys and a digging box. You can also hide treats around your rabbit’s pen for them to practice
foraging. Make sure your rabbit is supervised when exercising or, better yet, join in and play with your
rabbit to strengthen your bond.

GROOMING:
You don’t have to brush your rabbit on a daily basis; however 2-3 times a month doesn’t hurt. (If you
have a rabbit that has long hair you should be brushing weekly) This helps to prevents mats and
hairballs, but also allows you to check your rabbit for any wounds. You should also check your rabbit’s:
teeth for malocclusion (when a rabbit’s teeth are misaligned) and over growth, their eyes for cataracts
and infection, and their ears for bumps or cuts. You should keep your rabbit’s nails nicely trimmed, work
on getting your rabbit used to having its nails trimmed from a young age. Things that I check/do on my
buns:
 Trim nails ever 6-8 weeks
 Check and/or clean sent glands every 6-8 weeks
 Sent glands can easily be cleaned with a Q-Tip and water.
 Check ears, eyes, nose for any discharge
 Check teeth and gums
 Run your hands over your bunny’s entire body feeling for any lumps or bumps.
 Bunnies don’t need baths! If your rabbit has a dirty bottom, spot clean by dripping water on the
area and soaking until you can lift off the feces or use a damp cloth. See your vet to determine
the cause.

VETERINARINS:
Not all veterinarians are knowledgeable about rabbit care, so you should make an effort to find the right
doctor for your bunny now, before he/she gets sick.
Make sure when you call a Vet ask them questions before choosing that vet. Some vets will say they see
buns, but only for trimming nails and teeth trimming. You need to locate a Vet that in case of emergency
that can treat and do procedures (Spay & Neuter)



HEALTH ISSUES:
Skipping a meal can be the first sign of illness in your rabbit. Since rabbits are prey animals, they
hide their illnesses. If he/she doesn’t eat for at least 12 hours, consult your vet.



Sneezing, weepy eyes or nose, and lethargic behavior are other signs of ill health. Consult your vet.



If his or her poops start decreasing in size, lose their shape, or stop, consult your vet. Diarrhea
should be considered an emergency.



Rabbit urine can vary in color from pale yellow to red. If the rabbit is straining to urinate or
produces white, chalky urine, consult your vet.

SOCIALIZTION/BONDING:
Pet rabbits are very social animals, if you only have one rabbit they will look to you for companionship.
Any rabbit can become aggressive and fearful if they are not properly socialized every day.
Socializing/Bonding with your rabbit does not have to be a difficult task, it can be as simple as sitting on
the couch and petting your rabbit as you watch TV. I suggest handling your rabbit for a minimum of 1
hour a day. If it is possible for your rabbit to live in your house, move the cage to a spot in your house
where you spend the most amount of time. Avoid placing your rabbit’s cage near vents, air ducts, or any
other place where there might be a strong breeze. A rabbit should never be physically punished, rabbits
are very sensitive creatures and month’s worth of bonding can be broken very quickly. If you physically
punish your rabbit you are going to find it harder and harder to gain back their trust.
Understand that your rabbit doesn’t know it shouldn’t chew wires, carpet, or your clothes, they have a
natural instinct to explore and you should respect that. Show your rabbit love, gentleness, and
understanding and they will be an amazing pets their whole lifetime. Most importantly, enjoy your
rabbit. I’m sure you didn’t buy your rabbit with intentions of them being a headache; don’t think of
socializing your rabbit as a chore, think of it as the reward for caring for your rabbit. After all, isn’t the
reason you got your rabbit to play with it, hold it, and pet it?
TEEN STAGE:
What is the teen stage? Between 3 and 6 months old rabbits will hit a stage called the teen stage, just
like the terrible 2’s in a child. Normally they will grow out of it around 6 months old some might take a
bit longer. During this stage, you may see your bun become more independent, wiggle more, want to
play and be more on his/her own, not held as much. Also they will test their limits, see what they can
get away with. Some will dig (please keep in mind some bunnies when they discover digging they love it
and just become diggers, which is in their nature. You can notice play nibbles, digging and tugging at
your clothes which is a sign of them play or wanting to get your attention.
Please don’t be discouraged during this time if your once little bun that cuddled doesn’t want to be as
cuddly. Once they grow out of it why should be back to normal. In some cases they just grow out of the
cuddly behavior, but that does not mean they don’t love you or you did something wrong. Every bunny
has their own personality. I always urge families to continue to interact with your bunny.
As above Bonding is so important for you and your bunny, it also helps create their personality also!
Even during this time, just lying on the floor while your bunny hops around you, petting him/her on the
floor, if you want to hold your bun and he/she is a wiggle worm during this time…take a blanket and
place your bunny in it. That makes it easier to hold him/her. Again they will grow out of it, it just takes
time and you need to have the patience. They love you even through their terrible 2s.

WHY SHOULD MY RABBIT LIVE INDOORS?
The pleasures of being outdoors include fresh air, sunshine, as well as freedom to run, chew and dig.
However, outside poses life-threatening dangers to your rabbit:


PREDATORS: Determined predators, like coyotes and hawks, can break into hutches; raccoons
can open them. Hutches or cages do not provide enough protection to make it safe to leave the
rabbit outdoors 24 hours a day or unsupervised. With their acute senses, a rabbit can sense the
presence of a predator, even in your neighbor’s yard. Also, just the presence of a predator can
cause the rabbit to panic and injure themselves; rabbits can literally die of shock



HEAT: Rabbits can easily overheat and die from heat stroke. Temperatures of 85 degrees or
higher are too hot!



OTHER DANGERS: Poisonous plants, toxic pesticides or fertilizers, bacteria, exposure to
weather, and diseases spread by insects.

*NEVER LEAVE YOUR RABBIT ALONE FOR OUTSIDE PLAYTIME. THEY ALWAYS MUST BE SUPERVISED*
(* All Beau’s Maple Leaf Rabbits are indoors only, we believe they are happier inside. We do from time to
take take them outside for a 10 minute playtime, but they are never ever left alone and supervised!*)

*Please Note*
I Do Not Recommend Out Door Living: Because where we live it is very cold in the winter and hot in the
summer. Rabbits do not tolerate extreme temperate changes. When the temperature drops rabbits can
very easily freeze to death. Hot summer days they can get heat stroke. Also outdoor living reducing their
life expand greatly. The information below is from stuff I have researched. I have know many other
breeders that have even lost buns just from being kept out in a shed or barn and they were insulated. So
please have your rabbit live indoors. All my buns are kept indoors, AC in the summer or Fans for cooler
days and Heat in the winter.

WEATHER/OUTDOOR LIVING:
If you’re going to house your rabbit outdoors you need to keep in mind the weather.
When you bring home your rabbit realize that it has been living inside my house. You need to make a
slow transition to outdoor life to give it time to acclimate to the temperature.
When the weather is nice, let your rabbit outside for 10 minute sessions at first, add 20 minutes once
you feel your rabbit is ready, increase the time to a hour, then 4 hours, if you think your rabbit is ready
you can leave it outside, but make sure to check on it often.

I suggest you provide the rabbit with a nest box, filled with hay, to warm up in or get away from
the heat. Rabbits tolerate cold much better than they tolerate heat. Placement of the hutch is
important, it should be in a place with activity so they don’t get bored, the shadiest and coolest
part of your yard, and up against something, like a fence, to stop the wind from blowing into
the cage. Temperatures above 78 degrees Fahrenheit can be life threatening to a rabbit. When
the temperature is 75 degrees Fahrenheit or hotter you need to provide your rabbit with a
frozen water bottle. To make a frozen water bottle you can take a plastic drinking bottle (any
size) remove the wrapper, fill it with water, and freeze it in your freezer. Your rabbit can lean up
against the bottle to cool off and benefit from the presence of the bottle as it cools down the
hutch. Replace the bottle once it melts till the temperature drops below 75 degrees Fahrenheit.
Rabbits are most comfortable in a cool environment of around 55 degrees Fahrenheit.
In the very cold months I recommend bring you rabbit inside that why your rabbit doesn’t get sick or
freeze.

Rabbits do not tolerate extreme weather temperatures so you need to make sure their housing stays
warm and comfortable and protects them from elements. Rabbits do not hibernate, so if your rabbit
looks limp or sleepy and isn’t really reacting to anything then you need to get him/her to a vet ASAP!
If you have just got your rabbit and he/she has been kept indoors or is a baby, don’t put the rabbit
outside until the weather get warmer (spring/summer), as the sharp change in weather can kill your
rabbit.
*PLEASE DO A LOT OF RESEARCH BEFORE HAVING YOUR RABBIT LIVE OUTSIDE*
(We recommended INDOOR LIVING)

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS:
Rabbit Cage:
 Make sure you select the correct size cage for the size rabbit you are getting.
 Wire Bottom Cages: I feel are easier to clean, you can place newspaper in the bottom tray and
Carefresh, Yesterday’s News, Wood Pellets or Shavings (NO CEDAR OR CLUMPING LITTER) for
litter box.
 Plastic Bottom Cages: These are great too! You can used Shavings/Carefresh for the in the cage
and Carefresh, Yesterday’s News, Wood Pellets or Shavings (NO CEDAR OR CLUMPING LITTER)
for litter box.
What you need to have with your cage:
 Water Bottle
 Food Dish (make sure it is heavy crock or one that attaches to the cage (to prevent the food from
tipping over)
 Resting Pad: Only for Wire Bottom Cages (Found at Tractor Supply or Local Pet Stores)
 Litter Box w/ bunny safe litter: Carefresh, Unscented Yesterday’s News, Wood Pellets or
Shavings (NO CEDAR OR CLUMPING LITTER)
 Toys
 Hay Rack (not needed your can also put place the hay inside the cage)

CLEANING:
The safest cleaning solution is white vinegar diluted 4:1 with water. Put the mixture in a spray bottle for
ease of use in cleaning your rabbit’s house, the litter box, or the floor.
Be aware that many other kinds of cleanser or disinfectant will be toxic for your rabbit. However, you
can soak plastic items in bleach if they need to be disinfected, as long as you rinse them thoroughly and
let them air out well before returning the items to your bunny.
I recommend thoroughly cleaning your rabbit cage out once a month by taking it outside and scrubbing
the entire cage down. Also clean the water bottle/checking it over to make sure there is no build up, if
so it needs to be replaced. Also clean the water dish, litter box.
Litter Box:
 Change the litter box daily. The cleaner you keep the box and rabbit area, the more likely it will
be that your bunny will use the litter box. Spray the box with diluted vinegar and wipe clean.
Soak the litter box in the vinegar solution to get rid of stains.

Water/Food Bowls:
 Fresh water every day is a must! Wipe water bowl with a paper towel and rinse out to remove
hair and any other debris daily. Water and food bowls should be cleaned with a mild dish soap
and water periodically to avoid bacteria build-up. If you have a water bottle with a lot of build
up and can’t not removed it, than the bottle needs to be replaced.
Flooring/Bedding:
 Sweep/mop floor and replace any soiled linens as needed (excessive hair, accidents, etc.).
Cleaning Tips:
 Some rabbit’s need their personal space (their cage) and can be territorial when it comes time
for you to clean. It is nothing personal. It's just their way of saying, "This is my space so don't
touch it!" You may try to do the cage cleaning while your rabbit is having exercise time and is
outside of the pen. (* I expose all my rabbits even the kits: I clean their cages with them in it so
they are used to me being in there. I have never had a territorial rabbit yet*)

LITTER BOX TRAINING:


Start with a litter box in the cage. If she/he urinates in a corner of the enclosure not containing
the box, move the box to that corner until she/he gets it right. Take some of the dirty shavings/
poop and place it in the litter box. Don't be concerned if your bunny curls up in her/his litter
box; this is natural. Once she/he is using the box in their enclosure, open the door and allow
extra space. Watch them go in and out on their own. If she/he heads to a corner where there's
no box or lifts up the tail in the characteristic fashion, cry "no" in a single, sharp burst of sound.
Gently herd her/him back to their enclosure and into one of the litter boxes. Be careful, you
don't want to make the enclosure or the litter box seem like punishment. Rabbits like to graze
and poop at the same time so keeping hay in the litter box gets them to use it and to eat more
hay. If a few poops end-up outside the litter box place them in the box. After she/he first uses
the box, praise and give a favorite treat. Once she/he uses the box in her room a couple of
times, you're well on your way, as her/his habits will be on their way to forming. As she /he gets
better trained in her/his first room, you can increase the space. Don't hurry this process, and if
the area becomes very big, or includes a second floor, be sure to include more litter boxes so as
not to confuse. Remember, as she/he becomes more confident and uses fewer boxes, you can
start to remove some of the early "training" boxes.

 PILLS (POOP):
All rabbits will drop pills around their enclosure to mark it as their own. This is not failure to be
litter-trained. It is very important for your rabbit to identify the enclosure as her/his property so that
when she/he leaves the area for the bigger world of your house, she/he will distinguish the family's
area from her own and avoid marking it. To encourage this, make the rabbit the king of her/his
enclosure. Try not to force her/him in or out of it; coax them. Do not do things to her/his cage that
she/he doesn't like while she/he is in it. Spay/Neuter can help also!
SPAY/NEUTER:
(You can spay or neutered your rabbit at the age of 6 months no sooner!) Again please make sure you
look around and even visit/talk to vet clinics and don’t be afraid to ask them many question to make
sure they are the right vet for your rabbit.
I do want to talk little about Spay/ Neuter, not to scare anyone way from doing this. Please keep in mind
that spaying or neutering a rabbit is a very delicate procedure. It can be hard on a rabbit and with any
type of surgery on a rabbit should not be taken lightly.
Some rabbits after a spay/neuter can bounce back quickly and others take their time. Please note that
in other cases rabbits can have complications these surgery’s also. We have experience this ourselves
with one of our buns unfortunately. You can have the best vet and things can still go wrong.
Again please make sure that you talk to your veterinarian in person about the ups and downs of surgery
and questions and concerns you may have prior to the spay/neuter. Please note also spays/neuters can
range from low to high, more in the high range because rabbits are totally different than a cat/dog spay
or neuter. When looking do not choose your vet just on the price (like just because the price is cheap,
never go on price). You should always choose a vet that is a works with exotic animals (Exotic Vet) or
ones that know the rabbits very well. Some Vet Clinics will say they see rabbits but really don’t know
that much about them. Please do your research and if you have any more question about this I would
be more than happy to talk to you about this as well.

RABBIT PROOFING YOUR HOME:
Preventing rabbits from chewing on electrical cords is of utmost importance, since rabbits can be badly
burned or electrocuted. The consequences of biting into an electric wire are too severe to risk relying
on training alone. Instead, you must take action to move the cords safely out of reach. Some ways of
doing this follow:


PVC TUBING: is the strongest material you can use to protect your wires. It may take some
effort to string the wires through the tubes unless you buy tubes with wide diameters.



PLASTIC TUBING: (similar to that used in fish tanks, or with "swamp coolers") from a hardware
or aquarium store can be slit lengthwise with a blade and the wire can be tucked safely inside.
Bunnies can chew through this if they really want to, though. A harder, black, pre-slit type of
tubing is also available.



Decorative wire-concealers that stick to the base of walls come in strips, corners, etc., so they
can follow the shape of the wall. This is a more costly and time consuming method than the
clear plastic tubing above, but is more permanent and rabbit proof, as well.



Of course, wires can be run under or behind furniture or carpets in order to hide them.

 Keep remote controls out of your bunny’s reach. They love the buttons!
Most houseplants are toxic. Putting them on high furniture may not keep a rabbit away. Hang them
from the ceiling if you have an active bunny, but watch for falling leaves. If you are unsure which plants
may be toxic, you should assume they are unless you know that you, yourself, can eat them RAW safely.
Rabbits chew to exercise their minds, not just their teeth. Providing lots of entertaining alternatives for
your bun to chew on is the best deterrent for a destructive critter. Spaying and neutering should also
decrease this behavior.















SUGGESTED TOYS:
Paper bags and cardboard boxes for crawling inside, scratching, and chewing
Cardboard concrete forms for burrowing
Cardboard roll from paper towels or toilet paper
Untreated wicker baskets or boxes full of shredded paper, junk mail, magazines, straw, or other
organic materials for digging
Cat toys: Batta balls and other cat toys that roll or can be tossed
Parrot toys that can be tossed, or hung from the top of the cage and chewed or hit
Baby toys: hard plastic (not teething) toys like rattles and keys, things that can be tossed
"Cottontail Cottage" (cardboard box with ramps and windows) to climb in and chew on. Also, kitty
condos, tubes, tunnels, and trees
Nudge and roll toys like large hard rubber balls, empty Quaker Oat boxes and small tins
Toys with ramps and lookouts for climbing and viewing the world
Jungle gym type toys (made for kids)
A small fleece blanket, pillow case or sheet for bunching and scooting
Untreated wood, twigs and logs that have been aged for at least 3 months (apple tree branches can
be eaten fresh off the tree. (Stay away from cherry, peach, apricot, plum and redwood, which are all
poisonous)























WHAT IS MY BUNNY SAYING TO ME?
Licking: A definite sign of affection and trust. Rabbits clean each other (and sometimes you) as a
sign of affection and friendship.
Digging: Digging can mean two things. Some rabbits love to dig once they discover it. Other
might dig to get your attention.
Pulling on clothes: When your bun is tugging on your clothes he/she is not meaning to damage
your clothes in anyway. It is their way of saying hey I want your attention and you they might
add some digging into that as well. Also it is another way of them playing.
Chinning: A rabbit’s chin has scent glands. They rub their chin on items to indicate that they
belong to them. It is one way a bunny marks his/her territory (even you!). It can also be a sign of
affection/ownership, "You belong to me".
Bunny Hop/Dance: A sign of pure joy & happiness! Often called a Binky. Your rabbit will jump in
the air, kick out their feet and shake their bottoms.
Flopping: A bunny who is flopped on his/her side feels safe and content.
Thumping/Stomping: A thump means your rabbit is frightened, mad or trying to tell you that
he/she feels there is danger.
Nose Bumping/Nudging: Your rabbit’s way of saying, "Out of my way, please," or, "Hey, pay
attention to me!"
Lunging: Usually done out of fear or anger. Generally, means stop doing what you are doing and
back off.
Teeth Chattering: A rapid, soft chattering sound from the teeth. Generally happens when your
rabbit is being patted or cuddled. A very pleasing sound of contentment and trust.
Teeth Grinding : Louder and slower than teeth chattering, teeth grinding is usually farther apart
and often accompanied by other signs of discomfort such as protruding (bulging) eyes, hunched
position or uncomfortable position. A sign of illness, fear, nervousness or discomfort. Usually a
sign that bunny is ill or in distress. Observation is warranted.
Grunting: Grunting is your rabbit’s way of expressing displeasure with you. Often simply a
rabbit's way of telling you to be careful or leave me alone. Could also be warning/expressing
wish for private time; possible tantrum; possible fear; possible sign that something hurts. "Not
now, please", "I don't feel so hot" or "This is MY house." Pay attention to posture and body
language.
Squeaks: Higher pitched than grunts and usually more rapid; often accompanied by cowering
into a corner or running around the house/cage. A definite sign of anxiety, nervousness, and/or
fear; may increase if you pick your rabbit up. A quiet and gentle approach is warranted.
Shrill Scream: This is a sign of intense fear or pain.
Nipping: Meaning can vary: "Don't do that!", "Hey there...pat me!", "You are in my way. Please
move.", "OUCH!”, "I am (sick/hurt), please help." May occur while grooming you or another
rabbit. Pay attention to context and body language. If you are holding your rabbit and he/she
nips you it generally means I have had enough, please put me down. If you don’t listen, a bite
may follow.
Biting: Biting and nipping are different. A bite will generally draw blood and is done out of anger
or fear.
Playing: Rabbits like to push or toss objects around. They also race around the house, jump on
and off the low objects and just generally be silly. Rabbits need this type of playtime on a daily
basis.
Don't touch my stuff: Rabbits often are displeased when you rearrange their enclosure as you
clean. They are creatures of habit and when they get things just right, they like them to remain

that way. Some rabbits are more particular than others are. Don’t be surprised if the moment
you are finished your rabbit comes in and throws things around until it is the way he/she like it.

THINKING ABOUT A SECOND RABBIT?
Rabbits are highly social creatures who love the company of others and who bond for life. Your bunny
will probably be much happier with a companion, and we encourage anyone considering a second rabbit
to do so! However when adding another rabbit to one that has been a lone, some rabbits will fight and
can hurt each other badly, so any introductions must be done in neutral territory and by an experienced
rabbit person.
You don’t have to get a Second Rabbit if you only want one. Because rabbits are social your
companionship is also good enough too as a long as you spend time with them. I wanted to point that
out so no one thinks they should have gotten a playmate. Rabbits can be happy also just as one.
Also when getting a new bun for a playmate for you older bun it does take a number of weeks/months
for them to get to know each other. It does take longer than 2 days to a week; it could take up to 1 -2
months or longer. You have to be patience and give your rabbits time.
BUNNY BONDING:
Before attempting an introduction, the rabbits should be spayed or neutered, and you should wait for a
full two weeks after the surgery before proceeding with the introduction. This delay both ensures
proper healing and gives the hormones a chance to dissipate. This delay is especially important with a
newly neutered male, as a male bunny can still be fertile for two weeks after fixing. Taking the time,
reading up, and waiting for two spayed or neutered rabbits to be introduced will ensure you the best
possible chance at a loving, bonded relationship.

POSSIBLE SCENARIOS AFTER FRIST INTRODUCTION:
 Love at first sight. If this occurs, you can try them in the space they're going to live in. If it's still
good, then they're fine, you have nothing else to do.
 Tentative friendship: If this occurs, just watch them when they're together, keep them separate
when you're not around, and if no fighting occurs, they'll eventually become friends.
 Amorous behavior: If the (neutered) male mounts the female, and the female does not mind,
then this is usually a sign that the relationship will go well. If she does mind, and runs, it is still
not usually a problem. If she minds, and becomes aggressive towards him, then you must
prepare for a lengthier introduction period.
 One chasing, one running. If this occurs, just make sure the one running doesn't fight back and
doesn't get hurt. If neither of these things occur, then just watch and wait. If one gets hurt, then
separate them and go slower and if one fights back, and then you must prepare for a lengthier
introduction period.
 Fighting. When two new rabbits (or, for that matter, two existing rabbits) fight, then you must
prepare for a full introduction period.

BEAU’S MAPLE LEAF RABBITRY POLICY:
(I have attached a copy of our policy: updated/revised 10/09/2014) Our policy can be subject to
change at any time so always check our policy on our website:
http://beausmapleleafrabbitry.weebly.com for updates.
***EFFECTIVE NOW***
Will ONLY be Accepting Deposit via PayPal or Money Orders and rest of the Amount Due: IN CASH at
time of pickup
IMPORTANT:
Beau's Maple Leaf Rabbitry will Travel to these locations:
Brattleboro, VT, Bellows Falls, VT, Springfield, VT, Townshend, VT
Manchester, VT, White River Junction, VT-Exit 11 of 1-91,
Lebanon, NH, Keene, NH
When we travel to these location we always make sure if there more than on but getting picked up in
that location we do it all on that same day in that location. Will not do additional trips back up, if we
have to there will be a fee of $10.00 Gas Fee.
*We DO NOT sell to Breeders
* All Our Bunnies Are Much Loved Pets NOT Breeding Machines
* Are Bunnies are NOT FOOD of ANY KIND!!
* Before a rabbit leaves my possession, it is in perfect health to the best of my knowledge. I will not sell
a sick or injured rabbit. However once a rabbit leaves my possession it is up to you, the owner, to care
for it.
* No refunds will be given if your bunny falls sick after leaving our possession. All rabbits are sold in
good health and with no undisclosed issues to the best of my knowledge at the time of purchase. Please
check your rabbit over before putting it in your carrier. Once you bring your bunny home I will not be
held responsible for illness, vet bills or death of the rabbit.
* All rabbits can be held with a 50% deposit (Pay Pal or Money Order 's Only). We DO NOT accept checks
or Money Orders. This deposit is non-refundable. Rabbits may only be held with a deposit. If you back
out of a sale your money (Deposit) will not be refunded. Also once you select the kit of your choosing
you can't switch to another kit later.
*Cash ONLY: (No Money Orders or Checks at time of Pickup or Paypal) at time of Pickup you need to
have the correct amount of Cash for Final Payment. I cannot make change

*You have 1 week to pay the deposit, if I don't not receive the deposit at the end of weeks’ time then
the kit will go back up for sale.
* We CAN NOT hold the rabbit here after the pickup date without a boarding fee of $5.00 per week to
hold them/
* We cannot keep re-scheduling a time for you, so if you do not show at the planned date/time, we will
move on to the next potential owner. If I do not here from you by email or phone within 7 days I will
assume you no longer want the rabbit and I will move on to the next potential buyer. If you are away at
the time please let me know ahead of time.
* No bunny will leave until at least 8 weeks old. I have the right to hold any bunny here for
longer if I felt appropriate.
* I have the right to refuse to sell at any time. If I feel it’s in the bunny’s best interest.
*All our Kits automatically come with a Gift Bag and are very well socialized and litter box trained*

Gift Bag Includes:
Pedigree
Birth Certificate
Health Record
Small Bag of Manna Pro Food ( mixed w/ Oats )
Toy ( not all toys are the same )
Apple or Pear Sticks
Information Care Packet (Sent via Email)
Our Business Card
List of Veterinary Clinics in your area that will see rabbits
Worming Information
CD - of all you bunny's photos!
Also our kits leave Litter Box Trained, Nails Trimmed and Wormed!
*I also send weekly updated photos of the buns and a video*
* NO CULLING.
* Rabbits sold as pets are NOT to be bred!
* I try my very best to sex the kits correctly but even the most experienced sometimes make mistakes.
* When picking up your rabbit please bring a suitable carrier or strong box with you for transport.

* If you find you can no longer keep a rabbit you've purchased from me, please let
me know. I will take back my rabbits, depending on any medical conditions or illnesses the rabbit might
have. Refunds will not be made. I would prefer you send the rabbit back as opposed to sending it to a
shelter. I will not be able to take back rabbits that I feel might pose a health risk to my herd.
Also before taking back a bun we will need to see a note from your vet that is has been seen.

If you, at any time, have any questions regarding your rabbit, please feel free to contact me! If for some
reason you can no longer keep your rabbit, please contact me and I can take the rabbit back, however
no refund will be given.
Last but not least enjoy your new bunny and again feel free to contact with any questions/concerns you
have.
Thank you,
Crystal Milbauer
Beau’s Maple Leaf Rabbitry
http://beausmapleleafrabbitry.weebly.com/
milbauer2008@hotmail.com

Bunny Supply Check Off Sheet:


Cage
Plastic Bottom:

Wire Bottom: (there are different types of wire bottom cages)
This cage can be purchase: http://www.drsfostersmith.com/
This is a great cage I own 2 of these! Nice sturdy cage.

T This cage can be purchase at: Tractor Supply
There are items that come inside the cage, like water
bottle, food, dish, shavings and salt lick. I do not
recommend using the water bottle since it is small.
The food that comes with this cage is a big no, no as it
has color items in it that is not healthy for your rabbit.
As for the food dish it is okay, but I like using crocks or
ones that are a little larger.
Cage Price: $39.99

*Note* - When getting any wire bottom cage you don’t need to place shavings in the bottom tray
under the wire bottom. All you need to do is line it with newspaper so when hay or food falls through
it is easy to clean up. Shavings, Yesterday’s News, Wood Pellets, Carefresh (NO Clumping Litters or
Cedar) should only be placed in the litter box.



Resting Pad: **ONLY for WIRE BOTTOMS**
Can be purchased at Tractor Supply $6.99 or any other local pet stores. Snap down into the
wire.



Hay:

Timothy Hay – 50lb Compressed Bale of Timothy Hay
(I Purchase it at: Tractor Supply $19.99 – It is wrapped
in Clear Plastic and has 2 Purple Bands around the Hay.
On the bands it will say Timothy Grass: that is the stuff
you want)



Pellets:

Manna Pro: Select Series Formula Premium Feed
(I purchase this feed at Tractor Supply, it comes in a 50lb
bag: $16.99)



Shavings:
Tractor Supply Shavings – Fine

Wood Pellets (The do come in bags) Picture
Below is to show what they look like.

Carefresh

Yesterday’s News

Carefresh & Yesterday’s News can be purchased at Petco and some food stores.



Water Bottles:
The Best Water Bottle I have used are the ones at Walmart. They have never leaked on me.

***DO NOT BUY THIS WATER BOTTLE***
This water bottle is neat and can be easy for filling up water. However
most rabbits use the regular water bottles with the ball in the tip
where they drink from.
This type has a pin in the opening and some/ most rabbits are not
used to this water bottle and can’t figure it out. Resulting in your
rabbit not getting any water and becoming dehydrated.



Food Bowls:
Heavy Crock dishes are great and prevent food to filling, but some rabbits still figure it out

Than you have the bowls that attach to the cage. Great for wire bottoms to make sure if the
bowl does get tipped over their food doesn’t just go to under the wire.



Nail Trimmers:
 Styptic Powder: Any Styptic Powder brand
will work. This is good to have one hand in
case you clip you rabbits nail to short. I also
work’s on other animals! Normally any pet
store carries it and Tractor Supply.



Litter Box: There are 2 different types of litter boxes.

Walmart has these small cat litter boxes: Sterilite Dish Pan max is $2.00. I love using this
because they are bigger than the corner and cheap to replace if you bun chews on them.

Corner Litter Boxes: These corner litter boxes have locks that lock on to the cage. They are great for
rabbits that tip over the other ones. I used both.

So I also wanted to attach some information pics that come in handy!

\

Hair in stool is something you really
Have to watch out for. If you see poop
That is link together that is a warning
sign. (See photo to right)
Brushing can help with hair that is
shedding off your bun.
I also recommend Payapa Enzyme
Tablets you can get at GNC.
It helps break down hair in their system.

Here are some great recipes for bunnies that you can make right at home. Also a neat cheap toy also!

Lastly I wanted to add: 101 on Bunny Poop

Bunny Poops:
Average sized bunnies will make 200-300 poops per
day. They should be uniform in size and shape which
means rounded and pea to garbanzo sized. The size
of your bunny won't always predict the size of their
poops

Healthy Poops:
They should also be friable. Friable means that they'll
have a stable form. If you apply gentle pressure and
roll them between your fingers, they'll fall apart into
something resembling sawdust as in the photo.
Bunny poops can get pretty hard as they dry out, so
test a fresh one if possible.

Inside Healthy Poops:
Once you've tested the friability of a poop, inside you
should find lots of chewed up hay. Testing them
regularly will give you a baseline for what's normal
for your bunny

Color of Poops:
Darker, more moist poops may be a sign that your
bunny is getting too much protein in their diet. The
poops in the lower left were from a bunny before a
switch from orchard grass (a 'richer' hay) to timothy
hay (upper right) after only 24 hours. After 48 hours
the poops contained even more visible chewed up
hay on their surface and continued to become
lighter brown and larger.

Cecotropes:
These poops are completely normal; usually
bunnies eat them to ensure that they get enough
protein and B vitamins in their diet. Sometimes
bunnies will make more than normal when they're
stressed or are getting too much sugar in their diet.
This is okay as long as the bunny doesn't get a
messy bottom (by sitting on the cecos) and it
doesn't happen all the time. If it does, it might be
time for a change of diet.
Sometimes cecotropes' berry-like structure can be
disrupted into individual pieces by your bunny. You'll
know them by their squishy texture, glossy surface
and odor which will intensify if the membranous
outer coating is disrupted.

Linked By Hair:
These poops are linked together by shed hair. This
isn't a problem - the spacing suggests that the
bunny's gut is working normally and the hair is
getting pushed through with all the other fiber. I
would suggest giving the bunny more fresh greens
(in addition to their free access to hay) to keep
things hydrated and moving and brush them more
regularly, but otherwise this bunny seems healthy.
When you see this happening you should start
grooming your rabbit and give the rabbit Payapa
Enzyme Tablets daily. The tablets can be found at
GNC.

Double and Singles:
The 'doubles' at the top of this image occur when a
bunny's gut slows for whatever reason and 2 pills
collide during their formation creating a double
poop. These can be caused by stress or advanced
age. If your bunny starts making more then two or
three doubles (or triples) per day, it might be time to
ask your vet about a stimulant to get your bunny's
gut back to a normal pace. Their pills should be
uniform in size and shape like those at the bottom of
the image.

Small Round Poops:
Poops can become small for any number of
reasons: stress is the most common one for small
round poops. A strange noise or a stressful
experience can cause your bunny's poops to be
smaller temporarily. They should go back to normal
within a few hours. Chronically small poops can
indicate chronic pain, narrowing of the intestine or a
partial blockage and a vet visit is an order.

Small Misshape Poops:
Small misshapen poops can mean your bunny isn't
eating enough. This can happen after surgery, if
your bunny's teeth are hurting, or any other reason
your bunny might not want to eat. Post-surgery, this
is a good sign - your bunny's digestive tract is
working, there just isn't a lot of food in there.
Otherwise, your bunny's poops are telling you to go
see a vet.

Mucous Covered Poops:
Mucous in poops is common after a course of
antibiotics, but can also be caused by anything that
might irritate the intestinal lining. In this case, the
bunny ate her first piece of parsley ever with such
gusto that she forgot to chew. Similarly other large
or irritating masses might be encased in mucous.
Mucous might be present for parasites or other very
serious disorders like cecal impaction. A consult
with a veterinarian is advised if you observe mucous
in your rabbit's poops.

Diarrhea:
True diarrhea is very rare in rabbits and is cause for
alarm. Rabbits with diarrhea may be infected with
deadly parasites or possibly have been exposed to
poisons. Very young rabbits with watery runny
stools may have been weaned before they're ready.
Regardless of the age of any rabbit with diarrhea,
getting them to a vet as soon as possible should be
first priority. If it's an option, bring some of the runny
stool for your vet to examine.

